
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

 DATE: January 19, 1999 

TO: Bridge Division Personnel 

FROM: Edward T. Fain, Bridge Engineer 

SUBJECT: Stopping Sight Distance 

The following procedure shall be used for determining compliance with stopping sight 

distance requirements for bridges: 

1. Meet AASHTO’s A Policy on Geometric Design for Highways and Streets (Green 

Book) requirements using the minimum value within the range for stopping sight 

distances.  Should these requirements not be initially satisfied, the roadway designers 

should be contacted to determine what changes can be made to the vertical or 

horizontal alignment that will result in compliance with the Green Book. 

2. If, after coordination with roadway designers, the AASHTO Green Book requirements 

cannot be provided, the requirements of NCHRP Report 400 Determination of 

Stopping Sight Distances must be met, and a design exception from the Assistant Chief 

Engineer-Design will be required.  Bridge widths should be increased in 6” (100 mm if 

a metric job) increments, as necessary, to comply with  Report 400.  The initial speed 

shall be taken as equal to the design speed when using the tables in this report. 

Relevant pages of NCHRP Report 400 Determination of Stopping Sight Distances are 

attached for your information. 

CPB 
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